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Publiched as a supplement to FANAC by Terry Carr, 1310 Grove St..
‘Berleler 9, Calif. Comments and trade fanzines for review alway&
‘appreei tqd, __ideading 1llustration tais issue by Larry Windhamu
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BEdlted znd DUbliSheu conthliy by Gre* Benxura (Boyd [Houss, Norman,
Ciiahona ! and Yed White (107 Christopher St., liew York ll, LiasYe):
avallable from White for 2%#, comment, trade, or contribution.
.dweograpned;y 2h pages each.

Al'ser more than a six-rienthe! lapse, "The Honthly Fanzine"
“nce wore has aposared un the scene. There 18 a definite cone-
trast betreen thie tuo issues st han., and Ted White says theretll
be ever more chan~es evident in coming issusg; Ted has quietly
seclded that this year there will be A Usw Ted Waite, and natur=-
aily, this ieana A llew VCID too.

Te2 may cro~3le a bit at the implicacion of that last sen-
tence tnat VCID is a White fanzine: and Benford 1s only along for
the ride, but T think it?s about time that even VLID!s coeditors
faged 'tiia situation. It nay not have been true, despite appear=
ances, that Benford had little tu do with VOIZ during 1959=-ap-
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parsnt@y Grreg was pretly ective behind the scsnss, even if the
only d%rect evilence in the pages of VOID was a li-page editorial
every issue and a few comments in the lettercolumn--but these two
issues show VWhite definitely Taking the helm firmly in his testh,
full speed ahead end damn the metaphors, and Gregt!s own editor-
ials present evi.ence that ho'!s about as much an onlooker as the
rest of us,

In ;#19, for instance, Grem announces that not only has he
80ld his fanzine collection, but he's also gold his stf collec-~
tion for one dollar cash and a collection of The Scientific Amer-
ican. And if this isn't enough to convinece anyone that he is
doing a good job of cutting all permanent tles with fandom, there
is also his admigssion in #20 that when White dropped VOID last
June Benford had censidered the zine definitely folded and didntt
think he would ever publish a.fanzlne again. The conclusion 1s
obvious and ilnescapable: 29 Ted Whlite goes, so goes VOID.

And frankly, I don't see why White and Benford deny it, nor
why any of the recaders consider it a Bad Thing: the present VOID
ig a damnsight better than it was under Benford alone. White and
Benford have both stated that their tastes and editorial policies
coincide closely, so materialwise the current VOID isn't ruch
different than it would be with just Benford handling it, and
certainly no one could deny that White turns out a far betler-
looking finished product from the material than Benf'ord ever
could. It may be true that Greg writes better editorials than
Ted does (I think so myself), but the Whilte~dominated VOID still
has Benford!s column-~so why gripe?

The ninsteenth issue of this sterling fanzine was mostly put
together last July, and parts of it suffer for thils reason-~par-
ticularly the 1lettercolumn, V0ID!'s editors made the zine a
monthly with the idea specifically in mind of getting a topical
lettercolumny 1it?!'s ironic to note, in this July 1959 issue which
was published in larch 1960, how sguccessful these Iintentlicns
were. The lettercol in #19 would have been excellent last July-~
but Not This August, nor even this lVarch; itTTs merely good, ap-
pearing this late,

Bonford!s editorials in both #19 and #2C are quite enjoyable
--and particulerly so to me, because 1t seems to me that Benford
these days is writing very much like T manage to dc sometimes.
Wow, I guess 1I'd better czplain right here that I don't think
he's inmitating me--more likely, he just likes the samse kind of
fannish writing that I do, and therefore affects that style him-
self. Greg has eoven talken up Randy Brown as a suitable subject
for funny chitterchatter--a year ago, when Erown was in San Fran-
cisco for ewhile., I -was planning a series of pisces . about him my-
self. {I gave 1t up, though, when a series of Brownfs inade-
guacies-in-action affected me in a way that nade mo lose any cre-
ative sense of humor I haed regarding him.) I 1like this stuff of
Gregts, and hope he continues.

Ted!s editorial in #L9 is mostly concerned with changes pro-
jected or already in effect with VOID, but the part I liked best
was where he explained that his feud with Guy Terwilleger was
over, and ended up saylng, "Bigolly, who do you suppose 711 make
up with tomorrow? Stay tuned, gangi" I like 1t whan people have
s sense of humor ' about their feudsl (Bjo and I had a ball in=-
sulting sach other this past Tew Yearis as midnight signalled the
ond of the TAFF cawpaign.)
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. “QIhewmQuer{a¢ in #1L¢ is wmore varied and more meaty than that »
+nﬂ#_0;«hgrpy Werner wrlting interestingly aboulb Circus Fandom, %é-
#&£ngre lowriol 1 Sl . Redgineg o e - - -
ire Norton on The Care and Heising of Anthologies, some re- X3

p?_‘*;n,r_}‘aed suvf‘f ofarine, & e’ article by Bloch, and White him-~
sclf wrlting an Open Letter ©
e roprroduced a=-bit beute
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i e ?obort We. Lowndes-~-and the aritwork =
po prod ‘ i » ~veing Gestofax for all of 1&, which
is slightly (bup oniy sl nuly) better than White's own stencil-
ling-~but I must confess thatv 720 irppressed me ag o better issue;
T hope I!'1ll be able to explail

Wot muech ©To say about

n why as we go along here.

o #191s materiel, actually. Therets
nothing cormentworthy about VWarner having done an interesting
article, and T don!t have anyihling else ©To say about the plece.
Andre Norton weas interesting, though she didnt!t say much of any~
thing new, &and thavls my only comment on that pilece. My own
stuff (editoriels from the boarding-house scandalsheet 1 edited
while at the U, of California) amazed me when I reread it, be-
cause the style I used almost throughout was considerably more
imltative of Burbes than I remembered ever having done~-but on
sober consideration that really shouldn't be so surprising, be-
cause these were one-page oditorials turned out froquently, Jjust
like Burb!s Shaggy editorials of old, and that chitterchattering,
anecdotal style is ideally sulted to the tasgk of writing to fill
2 given amount of space, But I reslly shouldntt talk too nuch &a-
bout my own writing, so that!ll be all The commentary on that bit
of material. Bloch seemed unnecessarily dlisjointed and polnt-
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less, making his plece ravher weak, and thatis my only comment éﬁi
there. And Whitets argument with Lowndes was nowhere near as G
comment-provoking as most heated White writing is, simply because S

i1ts faults were repetivion of statements that most everybody has
been making for years (so I don't feol like arguing with them and
gee no need +to comment much either) end White's usual foible of
presenting so much good evidenco for bhis side of the matter that
he seems to overwhelm himself with the force of his own dialectic
end ends up Jumping to conclusions which dont't necessarily fol-
low, and couching them in unnecessarily-strong terms (and when
Ted goes off on a flyer 1like that 1t's better to ignore it and
1ot him ses his own errors in a few months - than to force him to .
defond his conclusions and thereby maybe have him convince him-
self completely and lastingly). :
liow aa to VOID #20... I think this issue is the better of
the two for the simple reeson +hat it!s more informal. Ted is
capable of producing fanzlnes <thait seem SO well-thought-out-in-
advance that +though they are paragons of layout and reproduction
they also soem to have smothered the spark of spontalnelty and
informality which is so enjoyable, and possibly necessary, in a
fannish monthly, But Ted has apparently resolved to take things
(even insults, sometimes) leas seriously this.year, and this is-
sue of VOID--which Ted says contains some evidence of the direc-
tion he wants 1t to Gtake in the future--reflects this.
r The cover 1878 nice Gestofdxed drawing by Atom, ‘but &I1 the
interior illos are stencilled by Ted himseif. I really prefer 1%
thig way, because Ted is a master craftsman ac stencilling illos,
and Cestofaxed drawings always make a fanzine. look like the pro- et
s duct of isuch a dedicaved editor...if you follow me,. The air pf ;ﬁﬁ_
informality is heiphtened by the several Li'l Peecpul cartoons by



Les Hoiffman--why. in places this issue actually lool s ;
fondly-remembered QUANDRY!  And, to complets thg ifégzgell§?m§22
all og ghga material is editorially-written. 54 o
ad has told me <tThat he had more fun putting o i

issue of VOID +¢hen he's had in fanpublishing fornge;rgfthgédtgif
though there!ll probably be wags who?ll remark that that's just
because in his Detoentlon report he managed to insult more people
than he!s ever done before, I thilnk it!s because Ted let himaelf
get more informal than he's been in a subzine for years. And I
gﬁink it pald off, too: thig issue reads like it was fun to pro-~
uce,

If I had more room left I might Jleunch into &z diatribe on
the subject of how informelity and spontaineity can be a double-
edged sword in fanpublishing. Sometimes it causes neofannish
oneshots, sometimes 1t mars potentially good issues like ths for-
mer MEUH and more recently some issues of SHANGRI-L!AFFAIRES--and
sometimes it produces a QUANDRY or a GRUE or g VOID such as is
beginning to shape up now. It all boils downr to the fact that
informality, like any other atiribute, style, or attitude of fan-
publishing or fanwriting, needs talent to manage 1t well, And
V0ID, with Ted White as editon-publisher and Greg Benford in the
position which 1is effectively Contributing Editor, has gll the
talent it needs.

RATING for the twc issues: B8,
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Well, I could have sworn when I typed the copy for the above
that I'd run out of room, but I see I still have a Tew lines, s0
I think I'11 use them tc acknowledge & few recently-recelived fan-
zines which I wanted to review but didnft get to.

There was the second issue of Andy Main's BHISMI'LLAHR! (I'm
beginning to agrees with Jim Caughron!s obssrvatlion that Andy will
prove to be the Best New Fan of 1960), and George Jennings' NOMAD
43 (the reuppearance of which gladdened my heart, and I hope you
nanage to stick to that every-three-weeks schedule for more than
two issues this time, George), the lith issue of the Dietzes' CM-
PAzine, PEALS (which prompfs me to remark that Andy Relss is get-
ting to be s hell of a good certconist, and alsc that the Dietzes
should fold the always-behind-the-times newszine GROUND ZERO and
do & fine generalzine along the linses of PEALS), the sscond NEW
FRONTIERS from Worm Metecall (this thing got off to a good start
and is improving rapidly--anyone for & photo-offset zine 1In the
Top Ten?), TRIODE #17 from Eric Benteliffe and Terry Jeeves, and
APORRHETA #15 from Ssndy Senderson (these last iwo zines! belng
back on schedule, plus the announcement from Ashworth that hetll
be issuing ROT in a subzine format probably a la the old BEM, has
me once again thinking what z CGood Thing TAFP ig~-a fan gets nom-
insted and 81l of a sudden his fanac quotieat goes up both pro-

ductionwise and qualitywise, uscally), and quite A4 few others, .

too, 8il appreciated. FKeep sending 'em, ah?

And in cesge anybody is wondering why I deveted 30 much gpaocs
to reviewing VOID when I bad so many other zines I also wanted to
review...well, apart irom the foct that I consider the reappear-
ance of VOID a happy occasion in the fanzlne fieid and expect
creat things of it soon, it's also bacause I just couidn"t resist
éiving the gine a review in the Ted Walte manner, soct 2f...

--Terry Garr
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